HISPASAT and NEC to connect
648 rural communities in Colombia


Both companies have begun to operate digital kiosks in eight Colombian
departments, in order to reduce the digital divide in remote areas of the
country.



The initiative is part of the Kioskos Vive Digital Plan launched by the
Colombian Ministry of Information and Communication Technology.

Madrid, 16 May, 2014.- In collaboration with NEC Colombia, S.A., Spanish satellite
communications operator HISPASAT has started to install the first digital kiosks awarded to
them in bidding last December by the Colombian Ministry of Information and Communication
Technology. The temporary HISPASAT-NEC partnership was granted permission to install,
operate and manage 648 digital kiosks in the country, as part of the second phase of the
Kioscos Vive Digital Plan.
The kiosks are spaces located in educational establishements and venues in rural and secluded
areas without connectivity, thus enabling local inhabitants to benefit from telecommunications
services such as satellite Internet access, domestic and international calling, digital literacy, egovernment and more. HISPASAT and NEC Colombia will deploy this service in the Amazonas,
Boyacá, Caldas, Cundinamarca, Guainía, Quindío, Risaralda and Vaupés departments. The
first kiosks are now up and running in the Amazonas and Cundinamarca regions, and all kiosks
will be operative by September.
Satellite technology constitutes a major step towards securing universal Internet access.
HISPASAT’s satellite solution makes it possible to connect to the Internet regardless of a user’s
geographic location, simply by installing a small antenna. As a result, the advanced broadband
services once limited to big cities are now able to reach rural areas as well. Satellites therefore
are a crucial tool for reducing the digital divide in sparsely populated or hard-to-access areas,
which on-ground networks are unable to reach. Indeed, satellites provide the only solution for
connecting these communities to the rest of the world, thus strengthening their socio-economic
development.
The Kioscos Vive Digital Plan represents the greatest technological investment made by the
Colombian government in rural areas of the country. It seeks to encourage the comprehensive
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supply and demand of digital services, with projects such as these digital kiosks. Hoping to
connect 100% of the communities with over 100 inhabitants to at least one community Internet
access point, the plan will facilitate the social inclusion of more than two million Colombians
living in remote areas, using information technology.

About NEC
NEC COLOMBIA, S.A. is NEC Corporation’s subsidiary in the northern region of South and
Central America. NEC Corporation is one of the largest, most experienced technology
innovators, manufacturers and suppliers in the world. NEC Colombia covers Colombia,
Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Panama, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Belize and
Honduras, where it has analysed, planned, designed, implemented, controlled and set into
motion a great many telecommunications projects for the main public and private operators in
each country.

About HISPASAT Group
The HISPASAT Group is composed of companies with a foothold in Spain as well as in Latin
America, where its Brazilian affiliate HISPAMAR, sells its services. The Group is a leading
Spanish- and Portuguese-language content broadcaster and distributor, including over
important direct-to-home television (DTH) and high-definition television (HDTV) digital platforms.
HISPASAT is one of the world's largest companies in terms of revenue in its sector, and the
main communications bridge between Europe and the Americas.
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